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Summer is right around the corner, and it's 
such an exciting time of year! It's time for swim-
ming. It's time for baseball. It's time for BBQs. 
and it's time for summer reading! 

Our Summer Reading Programs get under-
way on June 1st and run through the end of 
July with opportunities for tons of grate prizes 
and activities along the way. How does it work? 

Step 1: Sign up. You can do this online via 
the link that will appear on our website later 
in May. You can do this in person by visiting 
our Public Services or Youth and Teen Services 
Desks. Or you can sign up at our kickoff party 
on June 3rd. 

Step 2: Read lots of books. Long books. Short 
books. New books. Old books. Read whatever 
you like. Then log your reading on Beanstack, 
online or on your phone. Reach milestones. 
Collect prizes. Rinse and repeat!

Step 3: Enjoy! We have so many amazing ac-
tivities along the way. Our Kickoff Party on 
June 3rd is not ot be missed. Donuts, animals, 
games, what more could you want on the first 
Saturday of the Summer? 

We have tons of other activities to liven up your 
Summer as well! Have you heard about Spice 
Club? We supply the spices and recipes. You 
create the flavors. Make sure to sign up each 
month for this popular program as supplies 
are limited. 

We have more amazing virtual programs com-
ing your way from our Illinois Libraries Pres-
ent partnership. Jonathan Van Ness and Kristi 
Yamaguchi are sure to be entertaining on May 
17th. And the incredible Jesmyn Ward will talk 
with ALA president Tracie D. Hall on June 6th 
in a presentation that is sure to be inspiring. 

Finally, check out our FabLab crafts of the 
month. Iif you've been curious about using our 
3D printer, Glowforge, or Cricut but aren't sure 
where to start, these crafts are for you. We 
have the designs pre-made and all necessary 
materials on hand. You make them happen. 
Reserve your spot online or by phone. 

It's going to be an amazing summer at the li-
brary, and we can't wait to see you!

Jesse Blazek
Library Director

From the  
Director’s Corner:
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ON THE COVER
Who's ready for Summer? These are some of our favorite Summer fun photos from our local history archive. Top: Scout picnic, 1970. Cen-
ter-right: Kids from the Palos Orland Scouts examine a frog at a Tinley Woods day camp, 1967. Bottom-left: Lynn Strasser swimming at the Palos 
Heights public pool, July 14, 1974. Bottom-right: Kids in a bounce house, August 8, 1974. See anyone you recognize?

SUMMER TIME IS PARTY TIME!!!
Join us for our first annual Summer Reading Kickoff Party
When?: Saturday, June 3rd, 10am - 12pm
Where?: The library's parking lot
What?: TONS OF FUN!!!

In addition to signing up for our Summer Reading Programs, there will be: 
• a petting zoo from Sarah's Pony Rides
• Dough's Guys Bakery's donut truck
• face painting by FaceArt by Amy Lee
• crafts, games, and more...

Please note: 
the library will be closed the 
morning of June 3rd for the block party. The 
library will open for normal service at 1pm. 

SUMMER READING: FIND YOUR VOICE!
June 1 – July 31, All Ages 
We use our voices to share stories, express ourselves, and spark 
change. Our voices include not only the sounds we make, but the 
words we write, the art we create, the movements we perform, 
and the actions we take each day to impact our world. Register 
for the summer reading program through the library’s website 
or come in and pick up a reading log. Let’s get outside, try new 
things, and have a great summer! 
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Staff Picks

Matt 
 
Head of Public Services

The Making of Another Motion Picture 
Masterpiece by Tom Hanks 

This book is by Tom Hanks. Yes, that Tom 
Hanks: movie star, classic typewriter devotee, 
and reportedly all-around nice guy. This is not 
his first published work, he put out a short sto-
ry collection in 2017 called Uncommon Type, 
but it is his debut novel. 

It begins in 1947, when a former soldier, home 
after World War II, makes a big impression on 
his 5-year-old nephew. The nephew becomes a 
comic book artist and in 1970 creates a comic 
starring his uncle as a hero soldier in the war. 
In the modern day, a film director discovers 
the comic book and decides to turn it into a 
superhero movie. From there, we get a detailed 
look at how the movie is made from all sides of 
the camera, something Tom Hanks is certainly 
well-qualified to produce an accurate portrayal 
of. 

Early reviews say the novel takes a good look at 
the changes to America and American culture 
from WW2 to now. So, what do you think? Can 
Hanks hack it as a novelist, as well as an ac-
tor? Reserve your copy today to find out.

Beth 
 
Public Services Librarian

Signal Fires
by Dani Shapiro
 
In her first novel in 15 years, Dani Shapiro ex-
plores how decisions made in a moment will 
reverberate through the years. 

In 1985, three teenagers go for a joyride and 
have a bit too much to drink. Sarah Wilf tosses 
the car keys to her younger brother Theo, who 
doesn't yet have a license. They crash into a 
tree near their home, and one of the teens is 
killed setting in motion a future of division with-
in the family. Years later, the Shenkman fam-
ily, with issues of their own, moves in across 
the street from the Wilfs. Their lives intertwine 
from the moment their son, Waldo, is deliv-
ered prematurely by Sarah and Theo’s father, 
Dr Wilf. Told through multiple viewpoints that 
weave across time, Signal Fires is a beautifully 
written meditation on the meaning of family, 
friendship, loss and hope. This is a great pick 
for fans of complex family dramas as well as an 
excellent choice for book discussion groups.  

Sue 
 
Public Services Librarian

The London Séance Society 
by Sarah Penner
 
A 2021 Pew Research poll found that 71% of 
Americans believe it is possible to feel the pres-
ence of someone who has died. Did you know 
that Spiritualism also had a strong following in 
the 19th century? Sarah Penner’s historical fic-
tion mystery, The London Séance Society, tells 
the story of Spiritualism in the Victorian area. I 
enjoyed that author’s use of interesting tidbits, 
such as “The Seven Stages of a Séance” and 
funeral recipes for hot punch and biscuits, as 
they bring the Victorian period to life.

Lenna Wickes and her sister Evie have a close 
relationship but quite different interests. Len-
na delights in studying fossils and all things 
geology, while Evie’s interests lie in spiritual-
ism. While studying in Paris, Evie is murdered. 
Lenna travels there in hopes that acclaimed 
spiritualist Vaudeline D’Allaire can help find 
answers about her sister’s death. Vaudeline 
teaches Lenna the ways of a medium as they 
travel to London to solve another murder that 
may be related to Evie’s. As they work with gen-
tlemen of The London Séance Society to solve 
these crimes, they begin to wonder if their own 
lives are in danger.

An extravagant, buoyant, joyfully 
sprawling book, bursting with 
affection for its characters." —
Tana French

“
Penner brings history to vivid life 
in this atmospheric and evoca-
tive whodunnit." — Nita Prose

“

[A] gorgeous new novel . . . The 
families’ lives intertwine in 
poignant ways, showing how 
relationships—between siblings, 
parents and children, spouses, 
even neighbors—change over 
time. Have your tissues ready.” 
—Real Simple

“
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Please Note: All programs are offered in hybrid format unless otherwise noted, meaning that you can attend the program in-person at the library or 
virtually from home. Register via our event calendar at www.phlibrary.org or call the library at 708-448-1473.

BOOK DISCUSSIONS 
Books will be available one month in ad-
vance at the Front Desk. New members are 
always welcome! 

Lunch Bunch Book Discussion
Second Monday of the month at 12 pm 

May 8 – We Had a 
Little Real Estate 
Problem: The Unher-
alded Story of Native 
Americans in Comedy 
by Kliph Nesteroff
Jun. 12 – Dangerous 
Rhythms: Jazz and 
the Underworld by T.J. 
English

Teatime on Tuesdays Book Discus-
sion
Third Tuesday of the 
month at 2 pm
Join us for our monthly 
fiction book discus-
sion, now at a new 
time! Bring your favor-
ite mug and enjoy li-
brary-provided tea and 
discourse.
May 16 – Violeta by 
Isabel Allende
Jun. 20 – The Mostly True Story of Tanner 
and Louise by Colleen Oakley

MAY PROGRAMS
Tenacious Tour du Mont Blanc
Thursday, May 4, 7pm
Trek 105 miles through the Alps as Brian Mi-
chalski guides us along Europe’s world-famous 
Tour du Mont Blanc. As we journey through 
France, Italy, and Switzerland, gain insight 
about practical planning tips, cultural tidbits, 
challenges along the trail, accommodation lo-
gistics, and more all seen through the lens of 
Michalski’s gorgeous original photography and 
entertainingly adventurous retellings. (In-per-
son presenter) 

SPICE CLUB
Welcome to Spice Club. Each month you take 
home a different spice, a couple of recipes, a bit 
of history, and some related book recommen-
dations. Make one (or more!) of the recipes, 
take a picture, and send it in with your com-
ments. Please registger for each month even 
if you have participated in previous months. 
Open to Palos Heights cardholders only.

May spice: Cumin
Sign-Up Monday, May 1–Monday, May 8
Pick-Up Spice Kits Monday, May 15–Friday, 
May 19

June spice: Lemon Pepper
Sign-Up Thursday, Jun. 1–Friday, Jun. 9
Pick-Up Spice Kits Monday, Jun. 12–Friday, Jun. 16

Adult Events

National Scrapbooking Day: Open Crop
Saturday, May 6, 9am – 4pm
Come spend the day recording your favorite 
memories in a scrapbook. Drop-in between 
9am and 4pm. For experienced scrappers only, 
work under the tutelage of Mary Beth Sexton. 
No supplies or food provided for this session, 
each scrapper must bring their own. An intro-
ductory session with provided supplies will be 
held later this year. (In-person presenter)

Medicare Made Easy!
Tuesday, May 9, 2pm
Diane Adduci, a community educator and li-
censed insurance representative, will present 
an educational program about Medicare Parts 
A and B and will also be discussing Medicare 
Supplement Plans.  Come and learn about eligi-
bility, enrollment, and the benefits of Medicare 
and Medicare Supplements. This program is de-
signed for people turning 65, already 65 or over 
but leaving their employer plan, or people who 
would simply like to learn more about Medicare. 
Questions are welcome! (In-person presenter)

Ticked Off: What You Need To Know 
About Ticks in Illinois
Tuesday, May 9, 7pm
Ticks and tick-based 
diseases are becoming 
more prevalent across 
the country. Join Uni-
versity of Illinois vector 
ecologist Holly Tuten as 
she tells us how to pre-
pare for tick season in the midwest. She’ll talk 
about tick identification, prevention, and what to 
do if you get bit. (Virtual presenter)
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Adult Events
Please Note: All programs are offered in hybrid format unless otherwise noted, meaning that you can attend the program in-person at the library or 
virtually from home. Register via our event calendar at www.phlibrary.org or call the library at 708-448-1473.

Black Sox, Billy Goats & The Mon-
sters of the Midway
Tuesday, May 16, 7pm
Chicago's sports past is as wild, varied, and 
standard-setting as all its other cultural contri-
butions. From the first motor car race to "Ruth's 
Called Shot" to the forward pass, Our Town is 
loaded with American legend and lore. Join 
presenter Clarence Goodman to learn all about 
it! (In-person presenter)

On Being Fabulous with Jonathan 
Van Ness & Kristi Yamaguchi
Wednesday, May 17, 7pm
“Queer Eye” and “Getting Curious” star and ice 
skating superfan, Jonathan Van Ness talks with 
his idol, Olympic Gold Medalist Kristi Yamaguchi. 
They’ll chat virtually about figure skating, fabu-
lous style, and whatever else comes up! With 
Jonathan, you never quite know what he’ll say 
next, but his unfiltered takes are always as inter-
esting as they are hilarious. This event is made 
possible by Illinois Libraries Present, a statewide 
collaboration among public libraries offering pre-
mier virtual events. (Virtual presenter)

Sunday @ The Cinema: Top Gun: 
Maverick
Sunday, May 21, 2pm
Join us as we close out the Sunday @ The Cin-
ema season with Academy Award Best Picture 
nominee Top Gun: Maverick.
Rating: PG-13
Runtime: 2 hours 10 minutes

Top 10 Immune System Boosters
Tuesday, May 23, 7pm
We are continually exposed to organisms that 
are inhaled, swallowed or inhabit our skin. 
Whether or not these organisms lead to dis-
ease or illness is decided by the integrity of 
our body’s immune system.  Chris will explore 
different foods and lifestyle choices including 
immune-boosting antimicrobial and antiviral 
herbs to help boost your immune system, in-
crease energy levels and reduce inflammation. 
Presented by Chris Rosandich, MS, Nutrition & 
Wellness Program Manager, The Cancer Sup-
port Center. (In-person presenter)

Palos Heights Police Department 
Presents: Scams & Common Con-
cerns for the Citizens of Palos Heights
Tuesday, May 30, 7pm
Palos Heights Police Officer Kevin Apostal joins 
us to discuss common scams and how to avoid 
falling victim to them, as well as other issues 
that Palos Heights citizens should be aware of. 
(In-person presenter)

Pop Art is for Everyone: The Art of 
Andy Warhol
Thursday, Jun. 1, 7pm
Just in time for this summer’s Warhol exhibit 
at the College of DuPage! In contrast to New 
York School artists like Pollock, Andy Warhol 
responded to American popular culture and 
produced work inspired by the slickness of 
commercial advertising. Art historian extraor-
dinaire Jeff Mishur presents this survey of 
Warhol's career. In this slide lecture, learn how 
one of Manhattan's hottest graphic designers 
became America's first celebrity artist. (Virtual 
presenter)

Domestic Violence in Later Life
Tuesday, Jun. 6, 2pm
This presentation discusses what elder abuse 
is and who can be victimized. Also discussed 
are the barriers for why victimized individuals 
do not seek help and how ageism impacts the 
way elder abuse is addressed. Lastly, informa-
tion will be discussed on how to both prevent 
and/or respond to elder abuse. Tracy Curtis of 
the Crisis Center for South Suburbia brings us 
this second event in our domestic violence se-
ries. (In-person presenter)

Navigate Your Stars: A Conversation 
with Jesmyn Ward
Tuesday, Jun. 6, 7pm
Join us for an evening with two-time National 
Book Award winner Jesmyn Ward. Hailed as 
“the new Toni Morrison” by the American Book-
sellers Association, Jesmyn will discuss her life, 
her literary vision and her unique perspectives 
on love and loss. Tracie D. Hall, Executive Di-
rector of American Library Association, will join 
her in conversation. This event is made pos-
sible by Illinois Libraries Present, a statewide 
collaboration among public libraries offering 
premier events. (Virtual presenter)

Smartphone Photography 101
Tuesday, Jun. 13, 7pm
Your “best camera” is the one you have on 
hand. So how can you make the most of that 
incredible tool you carry around every day? Pre-
senter Molly Page will share mobile photogra-
phy tips and tricks, editing options available for 
all phones, and solutions that make snapping 
photos more fun. (This is program is only avail-
able in-person)

How to Create an Interior Design Col-
or Scheme
Thursday, Jun. 15, 7pm
Join us for a workshop on how to create an 
interior design color scheme with Mary Beth 
Zwolfer of Alfred and Mary Interior Design. 
Mary Beth has won Wayfair's Design Contests 
in 2018 and 2019 and her designs have been 
published in HGTV Magazine. Attendees will be 
entered in a giveaway, receive color packets, 
and have the opportunity to ask their personal 
design questions. (In-person presenter)
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Adult Events
Please Note: All programs are offered in hybrid format unless otherwise noted, meaning that you can attend the program in-person at the library or 
virtually from home. Register via our event calendar at www.phlibrary.org or call the library at 708-448-1473.

MAY FICTION 
The Wedding Planner – Danielle Steel
Identity – Nora Roberts
The Bride Wore White – Amanda Quick
Killing Moon – Jo Nesbø
All the Days of Summer – Nancy Thayer
The Old Lion – Jeff Shaara
The Making of Another Major Motion Picture 
Masterpiece – Tom Hanks
The Ferryman – Justin Cronin
The 23rd Midnight – James Patterson
Swamp Story – Dave Barry
Independence Square – Martin Cruz Smith
The Guest – Emma Cline

JUNE FICTION
Near Miss – Stuart Woods
The Five-Star Weekend – Elin Hilderbrand
Palazzo – Danielle Steel
Zero Days – Ruth Ware
The Survivor – Iris Johansen
The Happiness Plan – Susan Mallery
The 9th Man – Steve Berry
The Wind Knows My Name – Isabel Allende
The Last Sinner – Lisa Jackson
The Only One Left – Riley Sager
The First Ladies – Marie Benedict
The Spare Room – Andrea Bartz
Lady Tan’s Circle of Women – Lisa See

Computer Classes

YouTube Basics
Monday, Jun. 12, 2 pm
Learn the fundamentals of navigating, 
sharing, and staying safe on YouTube, 
a massive video-sharing site.  Register 
on the library's website to receive a link 
to this virtual program. Basic computer 
skills are needed for this class.

The following classes are hands-on and are held via Zoom.  
Reservations are required.

Tech Time with Emily
Tuesdays, 2–3 pm & Wednesdays, 6–7 pm
Have a question about your phone, laptop, tablet, or need an answer to a tech question? 
Pop in with your device and Public Services Librarian Emily will work with you one-on-one 
to find the answers.  Our Librarians are instructors and cannot fix malfunctioning devices. 
While we can’t guarantee a solution to every problem, we are happy to work together in 
searching for one. Reservations are not necessary. Sessions are first come, first served.

Internet Basics
Monday, May 8, 2 pm
Learn basic internet terminology, how 
to navigate a browser, locate a website, 
identify common domains, and stay safe 
while searching the internet in this class. 
Register on the library's website to receive 
a link to this virtual program.

Computer Classes

Braiding Sweetgrass: A Conversa-
tion with Robin Wall Kimmerer
Wednesday, Jun. 21, 7pm
Join us for a special evening with Robin Wall 
Kimmerer, the award-winning author of "Braid-
ing Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientif-
ic Knowledge, and the Teachings of Plants." 
In this insightful and inspiring talk, Robin will 
share her unique perspective on the intercon-
nectedness of humans and nature and the 
importance of recognizing and respecting the 
gifts of the earth. This event is made possible 
by Illinois Libraries Present, a statewide collab-
oration among public libraries offering premier 
events. (Virtual presenter)

Concert in the Park: The Way Outs
Thursday, Jun. 22, 7pm
Join us at the Memorial Park Gazebo (7607 
W. College Dr. Palos Heights, IL 60463) for an 
evening of “authentic 60s garage rock” with 
The Way Outs! The Library has co-sponsored 
this Concert in the Park with the Parks & Rec-
reation Dept.

The History of Carole King
Tuesday, Jun. 27, 7pm
Carole King was writing pop hits in her teens, 
including Will You Still Love Me, Up On The 
Roof, The Loco-Motion, and One Fine Day.  This 
alone would be the basis of a standout career.  
Carole’s fortunes, however, exploded in 1971 
with the release of her solo album Tapestry, 
and the rest is history. Join Gary Wenstrup 
as he discusses this amazing musical career. 
(This is program is only available in-person)
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Youth Events
Please Note: Registration is required for all Youth and Teen events. Register at www.phlibrary.org or call the library at 708-448-1473.

MAY PROGRAMS

Drawing Comics with Jarrett J. Kro-
soczka
Saturday, May 6, 10 am, Grades K–5
Celebrate Free Comic Book Day with New York 
Times bestselling author and illustrator, Jar-
rett J. Krosoczka! Perfect for the entire fami-
ly, this live, virtual drawing workshop is sure 
to inspire the inner artist in everyone. Jarrett 
creates books with humor, heart, and deep re-
spect for his young readers—qualities that have 
made his titles perennial favorites on the book-
shelves of homes, libraries, and bookstores 
over the past twenty years.
 
Garden Terrariums
Monday, May 8, 4 pm, Grades 3–5
Let’s design our own garden terrariums!
 
Painted Flower Pots
Thursday, May 11, 4 pm, Grades K–3
Come to the library to paint a flower pot just in 
time for Mother’s Day!
 
Lego Builders
Wednesday, May 24, 4 pm, All Ages

JUNE PROGRAMS 
DIY Paper Bag Journals
Monday, June 5, 5 pm, Grades 3–5
Log all of your summer memories and books 
you’ve read into this cute paper bag journal! All 
supplies will be provided.
 
Ice Cream Day
Tuesday, June 6, 2 pm, Grades K–3
Let’s learn how to make ice cream in a bag, 
plus make some crafts.

Memory Jars
Thursday, June 8, 4 pm, Grades 3–5
Decorate a jar and fill it with your favorite mem-
ories with your dad or grandpa, just in time for 
Father’s Day!

Ben’s Bubble Show
Friday, June 9, 11 am, Grades 3 and Up
Using his bare hands and a few simple tools 
Ben will create beautiful, humorous, and mind 
boggling soap bubble sculptures and illusions. 
Children will also learn about STEM principles 
and use their critical thinking skills as they dis-
cuss the science and magic behind bubbles.

Stuffed Animal Sleepover
Tuesday, June 13, 2 pm, Grades K–3
Bring a stuffed animal over and let them have 
a sleepover with the books. We will read them 
a bedtime story, do a craft, and then come 
back to the library the next day to pick up your 
stuffed animal.
 
Todd Downing’s Tall Tales and Silly 
Songs
Friday, June 16, 11 am, All Ages
Everyone loves those tall tales! Todd tells some 
real whoppers and then weaves them into live-
ly songs! Join us for a rip-roaring good time, 
complete with bubbles! 
 
Chalk the Walk
Friday, June 16, 1 pm, All Ages
Decorate the library with chalk and display your 
beautiful art for everyone to see!

Let’s Get Wild
Tuesday, June 20, 2 pm, Grades K–3
Let’s get wild and learn about the rainforest 
and the animals that live there.

Pool Noodle Day!
Wednesday, June 21, 5 pm, Grades K–3
Create paintings and a pirate ship using pool 
noodles! Dress for a mess.

Animal Quest
Friday, June 23, 11 am, All Ages
Animal Quest brings the wonders and wows 
of the animal kingdom to people of all ages, 
bringing to light the beauty and truth in the 
creatures of the wild. Animal Quest, located 
in Lake County, IL, is small, family owned, and 
most of their animals are rescues. 

FabLab Crafts of the Month

May: Teacher Welcome Sign 
(made with Glowforge)

June:  Graduation Photo Prop 
(made with Glowforge)
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Youth Events
Please Note: Registration is required for all Youth and Teen events. Register at www.phlibrary.org or call the library at 708-448-1473.

 Summer Scavenger Hunt
Tuesday, June 27, 2 pm, Grades K–3
Let’s make summer crafts, decorate binocu-
lars, and go on a summer scavenger hunt.

Getting Excited About Science
Friday, June 30, 11 am, Grades 1 and Up
Want to see some fun science experiments? 
Steve Belliveau delightfully combines science 
with his skills as a magician to present a show 
that captivates kids and adults alike!

STORY TIMES
Mother Goose Story Time
Wednesday, May 3, 11:30 am, Birth–23 mos.
 
Sensory Friendly Playtime 
Wednesday, May 10, 1 pm, Ages 2–5
The library has partnered with KAS for this pro-
gram featuring stories about different abilities 
and sensory friendly play.
 
Furry Readers 
Wednesday, May 10, 4:30 pm, All Ages
Wednesday, June 14, 4:30 pm, All Ages
 
Mommy and Muffins Story Time
Friday, May 12, 11 am, Ages 2–5

Pet Story Time
Wednesday, May 17, 11:30 am, Ages 2–5

Cookie Craze Story Time
Friday, June 2, 11 am, Ages 2–5

Tales for Twos 
Wednesdays, June 7-28, 11:30 am, 24–35 
months 
 
Kindergarten Ready 
Wednesdays, June 7-28, 1 pm, Ages 3–5 

Little Wigglers 
Thursdays, June 8-29, 11:30 am, Birth–23 
months 

STAFF PICKS

Mel Fell by Corey R. Tabor

While Mel’s mother is away, she has de-
cided that it’s about time for her to leave 
the nest and learn to fly. Although Mel is 
scared, she confesses to her sister Pim 
that she won’t let that stop her. Even after 
her brother warns her about the drop, 
Mel’s response is, “I’ve got wings.”
Mel leaps off the branch, flips in the air 
and falls down, down, down. Her siblings 
are so nervous for her that they close 
their eyes. The tree is home to many 
other creatures that panic to save Mel 
as she plummets further down, but no 
one can catch her or carry her back up. 
Until finally, Mel splashes into the water! 
She spreads her wings, and to everyone’s 
surprise, she’s suddenly flying back up 
the tree. All of the creatures who tried to 
save her are now cheering for Mel as she 
swoops past them. Mel finds her mother 
waiting for her at the top of the tree and 
exclaims, “I flew! I flew!” To which her 
mother replied, “I knew you could!”
This is a Caldecott Honor Book, an ALA 
Notable Book of the Year, and is nominat-
ed for the 2024 Monarch Award! Readers 
will see the bravery and determination 
that Mel gathers as she prepares to leave 
the nest and cheer for her when she 
reunites with her family. While the illustra-
tions are simple and fun, readers will also 
delight in the format of the book as it is 
read sideways and then upside down! It’s 
a fun read for the whole family.

Tina
Head of YTS

FabLab Crafts of the Month

May: Teacher Welcome Sign 
(made with Glowforge)

June:  Graduation Photo Prop 
(made with Glowforge)
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Teen Events
Please Note: Registration is required for all Youth and Teen events. Register at www.phlibrary.org or call the library at 708-448-1473.

Teen Book Box
May Session: Register by Friday, May 12,  
5 pm, Grades 6–12
June Session: Register by Monday, June. 12,  
5 pm, Grades 6–12
Want an easier way to select a book, let a librar-
ian do it! Each box will include a book from our 
collection, a treat, and other fun things. Once 
registered look out for a separate email con-
taining a questionnaire. Boxes can be picked 
up starting May 15 and June 15.
 
Stressbusters 
May 15–19, Grades 6–12 
Studying for finals can be stressful. Stop by for 
a variety of stressbusters to help you chill out, 
relax, and recover. Pick up a kit at the library 
containing snacks, study supplies, and activi-
ties to wipe your stress away. Available while 
supplies last! Limited to one kit per student. 
 
Cherry Blossom Tree Painting
Monday, May 15, 5 pm, Grades 4–12
Join us to decorate a pretty cherry blossom 
tree using Q-tips and paint! All supplies will be 
provided.
 
Teen Book Club
Tuesday, May 16, 5 pm, Grades 6–12
This month we’ll be discussing #MurderTrend-
ing, by Gretchen McNeil. Stop by the library to 
pick up your copy!
 
Hunger Games Marathon
Thursday, June 1, 12 pm, Grades 6–12 
In honor of Hunger Games Day, there will be a 
Hunger Games movie marathon in the YA room.

 Teen Ice Cream Day
Thursday, June 8, 2 pm, Grades 4–12
Decorate a mason jar and learn how to make 
ice cream in a bag. 

PHPL Streamie Awards
Thursday, June 15, 5 pm, Grades 6–12, Sub-
mit Nominations by Monday, June 12, 5 pm
Vote for your favorite streaming show! Once you 
register, look out for an email containing the 
nomination form. Then join us June 15 to cast 
your votes and enjoy some popcorn while we 
watch the first episode from the winning show!
 

Fan Painting
Wednesday, June 21, 4 pm, Grades 4–8
Design your own fan to help you keep cool all 
summer long.
 
3D Hot Air Balloon
Monday, June 26, 2 pm, Grades 6–12
Let’s create a 3D hot air balloon using supplies 
from our Cricut machine in our FabLab.
 
Bubble Tea
Wednesday, June 28, 4 pm, Grades 4–12 
Cool off this summer by making this delicious 
treat and designing your own tumbler.

STAFF PICKS

Long Live the Pumpkin Queen 
by Shea Ernshaw

Long Live the Pumpkin Queen is a won-
derful story of self-exploration and building 
confidence. If you loved the Tim Burton 
movie The Nightmare Before Christmas,  
this book is an easy read! I definitely rec-
ommend watching the movie before read-
ing this book. The movie gives a much 
better idea of who these characters are. I 
couldn’t stop imagining Sally’s thoughts in 
her character’s high pitched, dreamy voice. 

Shea Ernshaw does a truly spooky job 
using the same character we loved in the 
movie. From the beloved Jack Skellington 
to the trouble-making Lock, Shock, and 
Barrel, you can visualize how these spooky 
creatures live their lives in Halloween Town. 

The story is told from Sally’s perspective as 
she navigates becoming Halloween Town’s 
first ever Queen. Sally and Jack are finally 
married and take on many responsibilities, 
which is all very new for Sally! The crea-
tures of Halloween Town have new expec-
tations and treat her differently. As some-
one who struggles with confidence, I could 
really relate to Sally. She worries that she 
may not be the right person to be Queen. 

I definitely recommend this book to any-
one who is a fan of Tim Burton’s The Night-
mare Before Christmas. This could easily 
be a second movie in my opinion! 

Audrey
YTS Assistant

Volunteens
May 1–9, Grades 6–12
Need volunteer hours and want to help the librar-
ians? Drop in at the Youth and Teen Desk to re-
ceive your schedule and learn about volunteering 
at the library. Volunteer opportunities include:
• helping out with the Summer Block Party
• craft prep
• Friends of the Library book sales
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Friends of the Library
The Friends of the Palos Heights Library is a non-profit organization dedicated to encouraging public interest and financial support for the library. 
They support various programs and cultural activities held at the library for the enjoyment of the entire community.

THANK YOU FOR BEING A FRIEND! 

In addition to their work around the community, supplying books in little free libraries and 
book racks around town, the Friends have made amazing contributions to the library in the 
past year! They purchased awesome new kids computers for the Youth and Teen Services De-
partment. They purchased our wonderful Glowforge Laser Cutter. They sponsored major pro-
grams like Fan Con, a Veterans Day Reception and the Summer Reading Programs. And they 
sponsored well over a dozen library programs for kids and adults. If you're looking to be a part 
of a group that really makes a difference in our community, look no further than the Friends! 

Book Donations
Do you have gently used books, DVDs, Blu-Rays, magazines, music, puzzles, or games in need of a new home? 
Donate them to the Friends of the Library. Items can be dropped off at the library’s Circulation Desk. Receipts are 
available on request.

Friends of the Library Meetings 
 
The next Friends of the Library meeting will be 
Wednesday, May 10 at 3 pm at the library.

Friends of the Library Officers 2023
 
President – Bill Poore
Vice President – Marge Damm
Secretary – Barbara Allen
Treasurer – Mary Adams

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME – Join Today!

The Friends of the Palos Heights Library aid in developing a public un-
derstanding of our library and making it better known to the citizens of 
this community. With the annual membership dues ($5 individual and 
$10 for a family), Friends are able to: 

• Provide funds to the library that would not otherwise be available 
through membership dues, special contributions, Book Store, 
and the ever popular book sales held in February and August.

• Provide book carts, equipment, books, materials, and other ne-
cessities to assist in the library’s operation.

• Donate their time and hard work in the library’s various programs 
and services.

Visit the library to sign up!

SAVE THE DATE! 
August Book Sale

August 18–22
The annual August book sale will be 
back with books, audiobooks, mov-
ies, music, magazines and more for 
kids and adults. All proceeds from 
the sale will go to the Friends of the 
Library. Your 2023 Friends mem-
bership will allow entrance to Pre-
view Night.

If you have items to donate for 
the sale, please bring them by 
the library any time!

Join
Today!
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LIBRARY HOURS
Monday–Thursday: 9 am – 9 pm
Friday–Saturday: 9 am – 5 pm
Sunday: 1 pm – 5 pm 
(closed Sundays after Memorial Day)

LIBRARY CLOSINGS
Sunday, May 14 – Mother's Day
Monday, May 29 – Memorial Day
Monday, June 19 – Juneteenth

LIBRARY BOARD MEETINGS
Thursday, May 18 at 7 pm
Thursday, June 15 at 7 pm

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Geraldine Burek, President
Rose Zubik, Vice President
Susan Snow, Secretary
Patrick Keough, Treasurer
Steve Foertsch
Sue Jankowski
Dianne Key
Hilary Rhodes

LIBRARY DIRECTOR
Jesse Blazek

DISABILITY STATEMENT
The library makes every effort to accom-
modate all patrons with disabilities.  
If you require special accommodations  
for a specific event or visit, please call  
or email us to let us know what we can  
do to prepare for your visit.

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Worth, IL

Permit No. 47
12501 S. 71st Avenue
Palos Heights, IL 60463

Postal Customer Local
Palos Heights, IL 60463

Some areas not served by the Palos Heights Public Library may receive
this mailing because of post office routings

KINDNESS CORNER
 
Throughout May and June, the library is taking donations for Share Your 
Soles. Share Your Soles provides the opportunity for people to share 
new or gently worn shoes to those most in need.  Individuals you may 
never know, meet, or see, but will have been given hope and the chance 
for a better quality of life because of your care, love, and generosity. Our 
thanks for your contribution!

TABLES AND CHAIRS
In need of tables and chairs for upcoming events? The library has you covered! We have 4 tables 
and 24 chairs available for Palos Heights card holders. Call ahead to reserve these for your next 
event.

IN THE DISPLAY CASE
May – Free Comic Book Day by Diamond Comics
June – Summer Reading by library staff

Oak Hill Nighttime Book Club & 
Mary Ellen Kane
10 adult books
In memory of Sheila Boyle

Palos Heights Woman's Club
The Art of Film by Terry Ackland-Snow
In memory of Delores Justyn

A Little History of Art by Charlotte Mullins
In memory of Pat Hogan

Look Us Up On:

DONATIONS


